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From the editor,

Thanks to: Dane, Susan, Tom, John B, Anne, The Shocks, Dave, Cleig, 3rew, Andy, Gordy,
Howard, Jim, Barry, Pat, Gary, Kerry, Stitch, Scott, Diane, Ken J, Jerry, Don, Karenr§eG#ark,
Garrett, Bryan, Dave, PCC, MAKC, John McFadden, Frank Fleming, Mr. Kretzer, The Newb
Shade Gap Fire Dept & Auxiliary, Merlslr. Parsons, and Mr. McMahgn

For MAR: prefegistration, printing, vertical practice, trip leading, guidebook, band, firew
breakfast, decon, registration, door prizes, photo board, site-ugeainner, maps, cave descriptior
sodas/water, -Bhirts, logo, fire bricks, squeeze box, donations of time, money & door pi
campfire, cutting firewood, cave owner coordination, familiarization trips., trash collection, finz
accounting, coffee, website updates, vendor, volunteer trip leaders, name tags, cave owners,
access, supplies, facility coordination, guest speaker, NSS updates, first aid Kit.

During the last four months, | have coordinated some aspect of thewitARach of these people «
groups at least oncd not five times, and all have contributed in some way to the success ofAdr M
Spring meet at Shade Gap, PA.

Ken Tayman, Editor
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MAR @ Shade Gap, PA

May 13-15, 2011 by Ken Tayman

do it every five years. We thought we'd move into a

different area that would give access to different
caves from those in the Chambersburg area where we
had it on the last three or four meets we'd hosted. In
March, we got an early start (unusual for our grotto)
and made arrangements with the Shade Gap Fire
Department to use their camp ground.

I t was FCG's turn to host the MAR spring meet. We

Nine months later, in typical FCG fashion, we still had
no MAR committee chair, no t-shirt person, no
guidebook person, no registration person, and only had
two trips approved (Kooken and Hesston) At the
January meeting | offered a suggestion that perhaps
we should cancel the MAR due to lack of interest. This
did wake up one or two people. Had a comment that
York Grotto's last MAR didn't have any cave trips and
that cave trips were not essential to hosting a MAR. |
disagreed.

When | suggested we just forget about t-shirts,
someone said "You gotta have t-shirts!!" | wouldn't
move to the next subject until we decided either to not
have at- shirt or got a t-shirt person. We ended up with
two T-shirt people. Registration was the same, if no
registration person- then no MAR. | refused to move
on until we had registration volunteers.

We continued to have meetings, with no chair, no
guidebook person, T-shirt prices agreed on at meetings
then remembered incorrectly, familiarization trips for
new trip leaders didn't happen, verbal cost
arrangements with campground became more vague
and confusing all the way to the very last minute while
writing the check. This was not the way to run a MAR.

In spite of ourselves, and with a lot of behind the scene
prodding, things started to come together in April.
Dane's pre-registration went well, pre-registering
nearly 75% of eventual attendees. Gordy's T-shirts
ended up making about $200 which helped offset other
expenses. Anne held down the registration booth the
entire weekend. Howard's campfire was great. Dane's
band, "FLOWSTONE" was really great. Professor
Feeney's talk on the Fluctuating water levels in
Cleversburg Sink was lively, educating and interesting.
Door prizes were fun. Barry's cave goods store served
the attendees well. Gordy's Cave entrance photo board _ _
always had a few people hanging around. Gordy and Steve at the vertical practice. Photo by Howard W.
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Most of the comments we received were that it was a
great MAR. John Pearson, from Greenbrier County,
WYV, (and co-chair for NSS 2012 convention) said it

was the best MAR site he'd been to.

STATISTICS

108attendees including primary, family and kids

13 grottos (and cavers) representing 8 states & Ireland
15 led trips to seven different caves

First FCG sponsored MAR with band

First FCG sponsored MAR with Squeeze Box

First FCG sponsored MAR to use pre-registration
Trips to Kooken, 2 Flemings Caves, McFadden,
Rupert, Hesston, Long Quarry & Nelson's Pit



Will On Belay at Donation Rocks

Will Crawling out of Flemings Water Cave



Lauren and Will Trying in Flemings Troug

Drapery in Flemings Trough

Water droplets A Very Photogenic Salamander



John Chimneying in the "New Hall"

Seldom Seen Formations in Unmappedddsage East of Debby’s Attic (Mcfadden’s Cave)




Dave at the Entrance of Long's Quarry Cave




May 13 2011, the sign-up sheets were placed
out for all the lead cave trips and Hesston
quickly filled and onMay 14 2011, the cave
trip left the campground a few minutes later
than scheduled.

Due to the group size, Mike Schirato of the
MAKC, who has helped with the cave survey,
volunteered to help lead the trip. We would
split the group up into two and part ways near
the entrance to do a loop trip where we would
meet up in the Celebration Room of Hesston
Cave to allow the group to see most of the cave
with the least amount of overlap. The trip went
off without a hitch though | found some areas
where | have not been in years being tighter
than | remembered. Everyone managed to
negotiate all pinches and tighter areas and saw
the majority of the cave. All had a great time.

Kooken
May 14, 2011

The Kooken trip was one of the first trips set up
for the MAR. Dave Bookhammer agreed to lead
the trip and coordinated permissions. This was
supposed to be the "premier" vertical through-
trip for the weekend.

In mid-March we received word that the cave
was flooded with 25 feet of water in the big
room at the bottom of the entrance drop. This
would effectively cancel the through trip, leaving
the only possibility of bouncing the entrance, and
perhaps, if time allowed, the cavers could do the
greenhouse entrance which is nearly horizontal,
until the hit the water from the other end of
the cave.

Since there were cavers on this trip not known
to us, Pat and Gordy worked with them on the
vertical practice rope to determine if they were
capable of safely doing the trip.

Pat assisted Dave and LG Evans with trip leader
responsibilities. He started cautiously down the
drop, watching for a high water level and was
prepared to change over if he encountered high
water. The water seemed to be extremely clear
and calm. Then he realized there was no water.
In fact, the water had drained and they
accomplished the through trip and made it back
for diner. This was FCG Chris Edenbo's first
vertical trip and was the highlight of his
weekend.q



Carpenter-Swago at VAR

Swago Pit

Andy

Carpenter's shaft

Carpenter Pit



Closure Sign

Charlie Posing for the Camera



The Mysterious Shoe

Cave Booty

Myself on the & Drop

Andy Fields Topping Out




usps.comor call 1-800-
STAMP-24.)

Since some of the stamps are very valuable, there is
a lot of security in and around the cave.

"The security is there -- both in a physical presence
and there is also an electronic presence. This is a
very secure place."

As far as working in the cave, Hussain says it has its

advantages and disadvantages, "There are days
[when it is] 105 degrees outside, and it's wonderful
[in the cave]. Same in the winter time.
"gleaned from web "

"Quotes o the Quarter"

"Trip was fun, but HARD AS HELL. |
have a bruise on my sternum and both

shoulder blades"
JB re Rupert trip

"Il pay at OTR"
JH re T-Shirt

"“I'll write the 30 year history, pickup the

squeeze box and bind the guide book™
LP re MAR planning

"Yea Right"
Rest of MAR committee re above

Cleversburg Sink

Current water level

As of May 26, 2011, the water level in
Cleversburg Sink was:

Up to the old gate

>>|n the entrance room
Top of ladder
Mid-ladder

3" rung of ladder

Base of ladder

Knee deep

Sand room sump

2" crawl sump

Dry

Water is about 27' deep, starting to creep
downward from record setting rains of
April

Checked by: Ken Tayman and
Gordy Ley









July 2010 showed evidence of
reproduction.”

http://www.fwspubs.org/doi/pdf/10.3996/022011-JFWM-014

Above article to be published in next issue of "Journal
of Fish and Wildlife Managemeng.”
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