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From the Editor….. 
 
We are rapidly approaching the end of summer and still have lots of caving to squeeze into our 
schedules before the fall hunting season starts competing for our weekends. As we publish this issue 
we are making final coordination for the Fall VAR and our SSS – Fuller through trip, trying to 
coordinate a second trip with WASHCO, this time to Corker Hill, about to start a small survey project 
in Locke Valley in October (while hoping to squeeze in a McFadden trip), and a Cleversburg Sink 
Kiosk Party to upgrade the kiosk with current info and a new map. 
 
While doing vertical practice at Shaeffer Rocks on the Saturday of the picnic, we struck up a 
conversation with ATC Ridge Walker, Dick Marzolf. It turns out he’s a caver who has spent a lot of 
time in Greenbrier County, WV, and knows a lot of the same cavers we know. He mentioned several 
caves he was familiar with that would definitely be worth our effort to seek out. He is interested in 
going down with us to cave and point out some cave locations and introduce us to the land owners. 
This is another trip we need to squeeze into our calendar this fall. Additionally in mentioned he had a 
250’ Blue Water Static rope (still new in the box, never been used) that he didn’t need and would 
donate to FCG. I stopped buy his house a few weekends ago and picked it up. A very appreciative 
“Thanks” goes out to Dick, and, I am looking forward to our trip to West Virginia. 
 
Also would like to thank Dane and Terry for their submissions and to Gordy who did most of the 
photography for this issue.  
 
 
Sincerely,                                                                 
                                                                              Ken Tayman 
 



Helen ready to hike back to Culverson Creek 
(Wildcat entrance) on a hot day. Photo by Ken Tayman

                                                     Speleo-Spotlight... 

                                                                                         Helen Tayman     FCG# 119 
 
 
 
 
 

 

H 
 

elen’s first wild cave was John Browns Cave in 
Harper’s Ferry, WV, when she was six years old. 
She did it without hesitation and enjoyed all the 
climbing.  

 
She started doing vertical practice with the grotto at around 
ten. Her first completely vertical trip was Cabble Pit (92’) in 
Greenbrier County. I remember it as an extremely smooth 
rappel and climb with Gibbs rope walker. Soon afterwards 
she did Crookshank (97’) – Snedager’s through trip which 
included an “ear dip” in Snedegar’s sump. 
 
I don’t think she has ever been “tight” in a cave. As of a few 
years ago, she was still able to do 6” in the squeeze box at 
OTR. She enjoys watching us larger cavers struggle in small 
passages that she can almost duck-walk through.   
 
She has been very busy at college the last several years 
working on her BA in Psychology, and it has been very hard 
to schedule in much caving. She did manage to get in 10 days 
hiking in Yosemite, NP with her dad (me) and did participate 
in a couple of trips 
to Culverson Creek, 
Higginbotham’s, 
and a survey trip 
into Fantasy. Also 
made it to a few 
OTR’s 
 
She doesn’t mind 
getting wet, but 
when completely 
soaked, has been 
known to speak up 
and get people 
moving if they are 
talking too much 
and not moving 
along enough to 
keep warm. Other 
interests include: 

Hiking on Appalachian Trail with her dad (me again), and 
camping. She played Varsity Softball and Field Hockey at 
Waynesboro High School. She was a member of the first 
woman’s ice hockey team at Indiana University of PA. 
Currently, she is working on a master’s program at IUP. 
 
Last year she did a week of volunteer work south of New 
Orleans helping cleanup some of the still prevalent Hurricane 
Katrina damage. 
 
Some of the other caves she’s done include: Crossroads, 
Buckeye Creek, Higginbotham’s, Cleversburg Sink, 
Carnegie, Whiting’s Neck, Jones Quarry, Goods, Long’s 
Quarry, Alexander’s, and several of the “P” caves in 
Williamson, PA. 
 
Hopefully we can squeeze in a few trips together this year.� 

 
 

First cave trip at 6 years old 
4



 

5 

Gene 

Gene 

Dion in “Cellar” passage 
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Sassan climbing out of the “Cellar” 
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