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Franklin County Grotto meetings are held the 3rd Monday of the month in New Franklin Fire Department, New Franklin, PA. The fire
department is located on PA Route 316, 3 miles east of I-81 (exit #14). The meeting starts at 7:30 PM. Both grotto caving trips and
smaller individual trips are planned at these meetings. All members are invited depending on their ability to safely participate. You
must attend at least one vertical training session in order to participate in vertical trips. Contact any of the above individuals for more
information.

The Cumberland Valley Caver is published a couple of times per year by the Franklin County Grotto PA. All cave related articles
should be submitted to the editor for publication. The contents of this publication are not copyrighted unless previously copyrighted
by the author. Material from this publication may be reprinted by other official organizations of the National Speleological Society
without prior permission provided credit is given to the original author and this publication, and the article is not changed in anyway.
Other interested parties must request permission in advance. Franklin County Grotto actively participates in a newsletter exchange
program. All exchanges should be mailed to: Ken Jones, 4446 Duffield Rd, Chambersburg, PA 17201. Information regarding
exchanges should be coordinated with the secretary so the exchange list can be updated.

Cover: Pocahontas Poor Farm Cave, way back near the rear of the cave Photo: by Todd Roberts
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From the Editor…..
Another year has flown by and I can really feel it. I find myself caving slower and taking shorter
trips all the time. One good thing is I am finding it easier to recruit partners to take the slow short
trip with me. The grotto has had a pretty productive year (at least for us). We did a couple of graffiti
clean-ups in Peiper’s, completed negotiations with MAKC and Southampton Township and have an
approved Management Plan for Cleversburg sink, just in time for when the cave dried up for the
first time in about 6 years. There has been a lot of activity at Cleversburg during the last month or
so.
We managed to get out four issues of the newsletter for the first time in over ten years. Thanks goes
out to those who have contributed articles. We also are winding up (temporarily) the survey project
in Locke Valley. It is not complete yet, but we do have over 3500 feet surveyed, most of it sketched
and actually have produced a first draft that has some of the sketching included. Thanks to Todd R
for helping to pull this together. We hope to make arrangements wit the owner to continue the survey
after a short break. Jonathan’s Wednesday night caving program was a big hit. We had a couple of
members attend the National Convention and a couple more did some of the cave rescue courses.
One did the New River Bride Day rappel. All in all, it was a good year
Sincerely, Ken Tayman
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Speleo-Spotlight...
Gordy Ley

NSS# 39089

G

ordy’s first cave trip was with a friend poking
around Cleversburg sink. There he got Ken
Goshorn’s name off the FCG Kiosk and tracked
him down. By the end of the day, with his
flashlight and helmet, he had checked out Hershey and
Carnegie Caves. Later a chance meeting with some
FCG members at a Schaeffer Rock Vertical practice
eventually led to his attending the ’96 MAR and
membership with the grotto. After joining FCG, he was
not immediately very active with the Grotto per se, but
the connections that he made there enabled him to
accomplish great things in the caving community that I
served.
The ’96 MAR Guidebook turn out to be an essential tool
assisting him with his primary caving interest which was
working with kids in Camp Elder’s caving program,
where he did the bulk of his caving. The camp had
various levels from junior, beginning to advanced, and
during the next couple of months he progressed from
Duffield’s and Goods Cave to J-4, Left Tit Pit and
Simmons-Mingo, which he admits was a pretty steep
learning curve.
Gordy at entrance to “My Cave”

He remembers assisting with a large group that took
over 4 hours to out of Left Tit Pit, for a total of over 10
hours for the trip. That was with shared gear and
minimal training. This experience taught him a lot and
subsequent trips had more training and he has avoided a
repeat of getting out that far on the “Edge”.

Some of his more memorable caves include: SimmonsMingo, Carpenter-Swago, Porter’s, Roadside Pit,
Flower Pot, Bowdens, Billy Clay Pit, Sink of the
Roundstone Pit, KY., Aqua. In 2000, he did the 800
foot rappel off the New River Bridge, WV, which he
describes as:

Gordy has become more active with the grotto over the
last few years, participating in meetings, vertical
practices, FCG sponsored MAR, survey project, trips to
Butler and Culverson Creek. He even hauled me to the
hospital when I broke my leg in Cave Mountain.
(Thanks for the lift)

“A long way down!”
Currently Gordy works as Pressmen at the Gettysburg
Times and actually gets to take photographs some times.
He is currently planning an extended trip to Mammoth
Cave in the spring.
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The Omega System
(or at least a little bit of it)
by Terry McClanathan
Ever since the announcement at the 2000
convention that Virginia Cavers had discovered a
cave system in their home state that was deeper
than Ellisons Cave in Georgia, I had been
curious to see what this new cave was like. I was
not pressing the issue too much, though, for
several reasons. First, there were access
problems relating to the land owner. Second, the
Va. cavers who were exploring the cave were
both secretive and noted for being extremely
hard core. The thought of exploring a 1200 foot
plus deep cave with these people was kind of
intimidating. After all, I couldn’t risk getting
killed off at least until I’d been to all the new
Germany Valley finds. Thirdly, the death of Dick
Grahm in the cave a few years ago kind of put a
damper on everyone’s enthusiasm. Dick was a
TAG caver of renown who had joined the Va.
group in the exploration and mapping of several
deep and arduous Va. caves. He was also a
casual acquaintance of mine and an extremely
nice fellow. So while I had an interest in the cave,
there was certainly no guarantee I would ever get
to see it.

last May) at the designated camping area in the
Powell Mountain Cave Preserve early Sat AM
after a seven hour drive from home (it’s a long
way to that far corner of southwestern Va.).

Several recent developments lead me to
reconsider my chances of someday caving in the
Omega System. Efforts by the Virginians came
to fruition with the creation of the Powell
Mountain Cave Preserve which contains several
caves, including the lower entrance to Omega.
This alleviated some of the restrictions to access
the cave. During the ’06 NSS Convention in
Washington, Alan Cressler informed me that
had a conversation with Ben Swartz regarding
the possibility in the near future of a photo trip in
the cave; would I be interested? Does the wild
bear defecate in the woods? Of course I was
interested. The trip was set for the weekend of
Sept. 23-24. Curiously, when Alan e-mailed me
Ben’s directions I realized I had been to that very
area 32 years earlier on one and only ever trip to
Wise County, Va. (in search of two deep pits
found there). I met Marion, Sharon, Alan and
Manuel (the same TAG crew as corkscrew trip

“Where is the entrance?” I inquired of Ben.

No sooner had I arrived, when the sky opened up
for the beginning of what would be a very wet 24
hours. It was the same weekend severe flooding
killed eight people in neighboring Kentucky
counties. We teamed with Ben Swartz, Mike
Face, and Joe Skates for a trip to install a prefab
gate inside the cave and check for leads,
surveying ant we found, I the downstream
section. For several hours the rain was
unrelenting, creating a melancholy mood over
everyone. When it became evident that the rain
was not going to let up, we decided enough time
had been wasted; we might as well get into our
cave suits and go caving. Ben said the entrance
was only a few hundred feet away. But wait a
minute; I recognized this area from my much
earlier trip over three decades ago. In fact the
camping area was right between a couple of
caves/pits I had visited that weekend of April ’74.

“It’s up at the Blowing Hole,” was his reply.
Well, I expect my jaw dropped and my eyes
nearly popped out of their sockets. I had actually
been to Blowing Hole 32 years before. It was
one of the hundred footers I had come to Wise
County in search of.
“I guess back then I was just a pit bouncing
buffoon, and didn’t understand the significance
of all that air coming up out of the pit.” was the
only answer I could come up with.
So I, as well as many others before me and after
me, had totally missed the discovery of a caving
lifetime. I guess opportunity knocks only once,
and if you don’t answer the door, you lose. For,
as is more or less general knowledge by now,
5

movement through the crawl. Ben and mike
thought it best to get everyone moving and finish
putting in the gate on the way out.

The Omega System not only dethroned Ellison’s
to become the deepest cave in the east, at just
under 1300’, but it has also just recently
surpassed Sugar Run (another big, deep cave
discovered, explored, and mapped by the same
small group) to become the longest cave in
Virginia. All I could do was mull over what
might have been; glory, fame, and the chance to
be the first to explore the miles of cave waiting
just past the entrance room……and I let it slip
away.

A few hundred feet beyond the gate we came to
the first of two short pits. The first pit consisted
of a 20’ rappel down a flowstone with a
cascading waterfall, getting us a little wet. A
second wet pit of 25’ followed immediately. If it
continued to rain outside, we thought these two
drops might be a bit sporting on our return. The
small stream passage continued for about a
thousand feet beyond the two drops. There were
a couple of tricky climbs along the way, but
other than these the passage wasn’t very difficult
to traverse. At least it wasn’t tight and gnarly,
which was sort of what I was expecting from the
reputation these Virginia cavers had in pushing
other deep caves in the state. The passage we
were following ended at the top of a deep drop.
Ben said this dropped into the main downstream
trunk. The pit was nice, being mostly free,
voluminous, and 126’ deep. The steam cut down
before the pit and only intersected it about thirty
feet from the floor, so only a small part of the
drop was wet, and this we quickly rappelled
through to the bottom, thus avoiding a total
soaking. The water did seem to be gaining in
volume. Concern over this, plus the fact that we
were already over 500 vertical feet below the
entrance, prompted Sharon, Marion, and Joe to
begin their exit. Ben pointed out that this would
prevent a big pie up at the pits and ultimately
save time. Alan, Mike, Ben and I would continue
downstream in the trunk passage checking for
high leads as we went. Manual had been diverted
at the entrance to join another team working on
some tight surface digs requiring a very thin
caver, so he never made it into the cave with us.

The Blowing Hole, as it was 32 years ago, was
supposed to consist of a 150’ drop ( I never
thought it was that deep but I didn’t measure it at
the time), which shrank to 110’, into a fairly
large room choked by breakdown blockages at
both ends. Ben and I descended carrying
portions of the gate. Ben had the big awkward
part, while I took the smaller, more manageable
section. Once on the bottom, Ben showed me the
way to the Omega System, which was a mere
forty feet from where the rope landed. Talk about
adding insult injury. He said they only had to
move just a few rocks to gain entry. The
Blowing Hole is the lower entrance to the cave.
The upper entrance, called the Lori-Cori
Entrance, leads to the deepest part of the Omega
System. On this particular trip we were only
planning on going around -700’.
Once through the breakdown, we were in a small
room which led via several down climbs to a
small deeply sloping stream passage. Ben and I
went on ahead while Mike waited for the rest of
our crew to rappel the entrance pit. As I
mentioned before, it had already been raining for
several hours that morning before we entered the
cave. When Mike and his group caught up to us
he informed Ben and me that they had no sooner
entered the stream passage when the water
surged to about 4-5 times its normal volume. We
weren’t too concerned though, because the cave
is high on the mountain and the water levels
were very low. Even the surge only resulted in a
few fire hydrants worth of water. At a
constriction, in the middle of a long crawl, Mike
and Ben took about an hour to partially install
the gate. This chilled everybody pretty
thoroughly since there was substantial air

The stream trunk started out as a series of short
down-climbs, before assuming a fairly uniform
gradient. Much of the passage was floored with
dark colored shale which our guides told Alan
and me signified the lowest level of cave
formation in the area, since there was no
carbonate rock below this shale layer. There was
a slight slope and footing on the slippery shale
was precarious. Ben cautioned us to always be
prepared for a fall. Except for having to watch
6

When we reached the base of the 126’ drop,
there was no doubt that we were going to get
soaked. The noise from the waterfall had
definitely escalated since our rappels a few hours
earlier. It wasn’t a deafening roar, but it certainly
got your attention. Okay, at this point I switched
to wimp mode. My reasoning was sound. I did
not have my PVC suit on, and I did not want to
get soaked head to foot and then freeze in the
windy crawls we still had to go through. At least
not if there was an easier, albeit less macho
option available to me. Besides, I rationalized,
Alan was in his earlier 40’s, Ben and Mike were
only in their early 30’s and I was 57. How about
a little consideration for age and arthritis here, so
I turned to Mike and said, “How about me
climbing before you and you pull me out of the
waterfall?” Alright, so I have no pride. At least
the top part of me did stay fairly dry.

your step, the passage was pretty nice; being
mostly comfortable walking dimensions, broken
here and there by some short stooping sections,
and with only one tiny crawl. At one point we
walked out under a high, spacious dome. Ben
and Mike told us this was about 190’ high and
pointed out a climbing route which they said led
via circuitous passages to a point near the top,
where they hoped to establish a Tyrolean out
over the pit to access some leads. I think they
were also planning on rigging a standing line
down the dome at some future point (naturally, I
hope to be present for that). A few hundred feet
beyond the high dome, the trunk was interrupted
by a drop of 53’ to a lower level continuation of
the stream passage. Below this drop, the water
started to pool up. For the next 1500’ we were
wading in shin to thigh deep water. A few spots
were quite a bit deeper. There was another drop
of 18’ at about the halfway point. This drop was
guarded by a large pure white cascade of
flowstone, draperies, and stalactites, which was
one of the few really well decorated areas we
saw during our trip.

At the 25 and 20 foot drops it was pretty easy to
avoid most of the water by using the flowstone
cascades as shields and taking advantage of
handholds to keep away from the main force of
the falls. Once up these, there were no other
drops left until the entrance pit. Alan went ahead.
I stayed with Mike and Ben as far as the gate.
While they put the finishing touches on that, I
had a leisurely trip to the entrance e room. I was
almost to the top of the 110’ drop when Ben and
Mike’s lights emerged below me. The rains had
apparently subside sometime late in the day
because things were not soupy topside, however,
by the time Ben got up the entrance drop, it was
booming and flashing all around us again.
Within a few minutes it was pouring as hard as it
had that morning.

The pristine white of these formations
contrasting with the dark limestone and black
shale would best be described as just downright
pretty. From this drop we continued another five
hundred feet or so to a ten foot climbable
waterfall pit dropping into a terminal siphon,
which was the low point for this end of the cave.
Ben said we were at about -690’.
Ben and Mike diligently checked for high leads
in a number of places along the trunk, but
nothing went. At one point there seemed to be air
near a couple of small infeeders but they were
too tight. We ended up with no penetrable leads
and no additional survey in this part of the cave.
On our way out we noticed that the stream had
increased its flow considerably, especially above
the 53’ drop. Much of the shale floor which was
only slippery on the way in now had running
water over it. There was no danger of any serious
flooding, but we thought the three remaining
waterfall climbs could be very wet. When
climbing rope, even just a few fire hydrants of
water beating down on your head and upper
body can really pump up the old adrenalin.

Well, I only got to see about a mile and half of
the cave. Not really very much when you
remember that there are about 23 miles of
mapped passage. What I saw was generally
pretty decent cave, with very little genuinely
gnarly stuff. There were nice pits and lots of
them. And this was just the lower end of the cave.
Mike and Ben turned out to be great folks to
cave with. I have an open invitation to join on
future survey trips and, yes, I think I might like
to see more of this Omega System.
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Quill Cave Map
May 2007, Nick Stoner

Hey Ken. Brian Hornberger and I have mapped and registered, in the PA cave database, the first
Sullivan county cave. It is virgin (no one else is dumb enough to enter it).Yes it is short at only 50', but
it's a start. And since there is no limestone in Sullivan, it is tectonic formed in the Pocono sandstone.
And to make it even more appealing to others, it is FILLED with porcupine scat! Over Thanksgiving
weekend I plan on confirming a claimed 150 footer under a waterfall.
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2 Caves in 2 Days
Nick Stoner October 19, 20, 2007

mired to the point of having the boots sucked
clean off your feet. Many bats were seen on the
ceiling and in the air. Judging by the amount of
scat that peppered the floor there are A LOT
more roosting here at times.

Even the most well laid plans often can go awry
due to lack of planning or the uncontrollable
forces of nature. Such was the case with our
October 19th and 20th trip.
Friday’s trip started out well enough with a
very warm humid day for the middle of October.
The group consisted of me, Chris Edenbow, Brett
and Elana Johnson. The plan was to pay a visit to
Long Quarry Cave in Needmore, PA. With a few
turnarounds we were able to find the owner’s
driveway, and we parked in the specified area.
Armed with a trusty GPS unit our group headed
up the hill toward the location of the entrance.
We arrived at the location the original map
coordinates gave us and there was nothing to be
found larger than a rotten log to climb into. We
began to spread out and comb the hillside for the
elusive cave. To say the least, this nice day was
beginning to get extremely hot and our mob was
soaked with sweat and frustrated. Almost ready
to throw in the towel, we trudged up one last
path almost a quarter mile from the original
coordinates and sure enough there it was. The
coolness of the out blowing air was much
welcomed. We geared up and headed in. We
didn’t know it at the time but, 20 feet into the
cave were the nicest and only formations that
would be seen on this trip.

After reaching the terminus we headed back
out. When we arrived at the entrance we were
greeted with a horribly humid blast of hot air
and it was quickly apparent that the long walk
back wouldn’t be raising our spirits as it was
raining like a cow peeing on a flat rock! It would
be wrong to complain about the rain as it was
much needed. As we walked out with orange
water running off our helmets and running down
our butt cracks, I couldn’t help but use one of my
brother’s sayings, “this must be fun because we
aren’t getting paid for it.” End of day 1.
Saturday’s original plan was to visit the P-caves
but I was only recently informed that they are
closed this time of year to allow for hunting. So
the alternative was decided to be a visit the
Hershey Coy system since our last visit only
yielded about 50 feet of passage before we
encountered a sump. Today’s group consisted of
me, wife Mary, Brett and Elana. We knocked on
the door and when Cheryl Collingsworth (owner)
answered, the first words out of her mouth
were, “are you guys cave explorers?” Wondering
to myself how we were so easily identified, she
informed us that the night before they had
several inches of rain. Thinking that our plans
may once again be foiled we entered the cave to
find it completely dry.

Long Quarry Cave consists of basically one
sinuous passage with a few small side leads. Many
of the walls of this cave were just loaded with
fossilized sea life such as bivalves and crinoid
stems up to almost 1 inch in diameter! The
passage is floored with the thickest, stickiest
orange mud we had ever seen. At times, if you
stood still for any amount of time, you would be

I had heard stories of this cave being one of
the more miserable in the state but that was
some of the allure for me to check it out.

continued on page 11…
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New Zealand Cave Rescue
“Trickiest” cave rescue crawls ahead
The following is a composite from web articles and emails Aug 27, 2007 9:36 pm

I

rising. As at today's date probably around the 40
grand mark give or take.

njured caver Dr Michael Brewer, 47, has been in
the Middle Earth cave system since Saturday
night when he was hit by falling rocks three
kilometers into the tunnels. He has suspected
concussion, a pelvic fracture, cracked ribs and is on
morphine.

Some of the cavers have spent more than 20 hours
underground. At lunchtime on Monday, a Unimog
took in replacements. Offers of help have come from
as far away as Australia. The plan now is what to do
when the patient is brought out. Depending on his
assessment at the surface either put him in the
ambulance 'cause the cave entrance is not very far
from the road to hospital, that way or the rescue
chopper, depending on whether it's daylight or dark.

Brewer was two thirds of the way out of tunnels near
Takaka late Monday and revised estimates have him
out at around daylight on Tuesday.
Rescue co-coordinator Inspector Hugh Flower says
Brewer has been passed through a tight section known
as "the wiggle". He says while the last third of the trip
is not as difficult as some previous passages, it is not
easy. He says the rescuers are in good spirits and
Brewer is helping with caving expertise and advice.
The injured doctor is on pain relief and another doctor
is with him.

Cavers rally to help
In the tiny town of Takaka, dozens of the country's
most experienced cavers have rallied to help Dr
Brewer. Ironically the injured doctor was involved in
the last expedition to reach a trapped caver in nearby
Mt Owen.

It is being described as the trickiest cave rescue ever
mounted. Brewer has been stuck underground
between Motueka and Takaka in the 10th deepest
cave system in New Zealand. It's an intricate job
getting to the doctor. The cave entrance looks just like
a clearing in the bush but meters below 44 cavers are
on a mercy mission.

It is taking dozens of hours and many pairs of hands
to pass the injured doctor along the cramped and cold
tunnels. For an experienced caver, it normally takes
five hours to surface - but this is a delicate and
dangerous operation. Basically if you get a team of
stretcher carriers and if it's clear it's fine. But
generally there's no easy going in the cave for things
like that. Since his fall, Brewer has been carried by
the rescue team half way through the tight tunnel and
was last reported around 600 meters from the
entrance.

Rescuers worked throughout Sunday night. Brewer
has spoken to his wife Sarah and told her what
happened. "A really large rock about a meter long by
about 30 centimeters wide came down from above
him and knocked him about two meters to the
ground.” She says she was relieved to hear his voice.

"There are two famous squeeze places where it's
difficult to get through when you're healthy. So to get
Mike through on a stretcher through there when they
get to it is going to be fun," says Smith He will have
to be taken off the stretcher to be pulled through one
tiny space called "Hold Me Tight Squeeze”. From
there Brewer will have to be carried over several deep
holes in the cave floor.

His wife says, "It made a huge difference to hear him
sounding ok and reasonably upbeat about things was
great."
Enough food for an army has been provided with at
least 70 people helping the rescue, but its cost is
10

“2 caves in 2 Days” – continued from page 9….

Then the team will winch him up a 40-metre vertical
pitch using abseiling equipment.

I had studied the map quite a bit and with passage
names like the sewer, the groan crawl, and the
wormway, I figured, how bad could it be? Well,
this system can REALLY put a beating on you!

The first person to reach Brewer on Monday morning
was Mike Brien at around 5am. Since then Brewer
has been carried by many hands on a stretcher on and
off.

We entered the Hershey entrance and started
making our way toward the Coy end. After going
through the main room and seeing some nice
formations we were greeted by 100+ feet of belly
crawl known as the “North Crawl.” This empties
into a room almost large enough to stand in
(thankfully). To keep making progress toward the
Coy side another snug passage “the Groan Crawl”
had to be pushed. Not only is this tube tight it has
plenty of chert shelves protruding from the walls
more than willing to take any extra skin you can
provide. The most memorable spot for me was just
to come. In the middle of a tube just large enough
to wiggle through, one is forced to make a 90
degree turn and head up through a hole just about
the size of the hole in a toilet seat! Now my head
was a water sprinkler! I remember asking why we
were wearing boots as nothing more than the tips
of our toes ever seemed to touch the floor.

"We've pushed him quite a bit today and dare I say it,
we've hurt him. And I think he's going to crash at
some stage, although he is on morphine," says Brien.
Forty four people working in relay teams will keep
slowly passing Brewer along the tunnel to the outside
world where tents are pitched and rescuers, friends
and family nervously wait.
Franklin County Grotto Officers 2008
Chair
Vice-Chair
Secretary
Treasurer
Member-at-Large
Member-at-Large

Ken Jones
Ken Tayman
Pat Minnick
Diane White
Chris Edenbo
Todd Roberts

The cave continues to tease you with a 5 foot
high room here and there connected by the most
vicious, tight tubes I have had the pleasure of
pushing. Don’t get me wrong, explorers are
rewarded by numerous formations along the crawl
such as delicate rimstone, soda straws, and tiny
columns (pretty much what you could fit under the
height of the average bed). Almost at the exit we
encountered the only puddle which even with
extreme caution could not be negotiated without
dipping the entire front of ones coveralls.

Cleversburg Sink
current water level
As of November 28, 2007, the water level
in Cleversburg Sink was:
up to old gate
entrance room
top of ladder
mid-ladder
3rd rung
base of ladder
knee deep
sand room
2nd crawl sump
DRY

We exited to a beautiful eye searing clear sky
after a little over 4 hours inside. Would I go back?
After my elbows heal sure!

checked by: Jonathan Peterson
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CLEVERSBURG SINK CAVE KARST PRESERVE
MANAGEMENT PLAN
INTRODUCTION
The Mid-Atlantic Karst Conservancy (MAKC) is a non-profit organization incorporated in the
state of Pennsylvania in 1997. The MAKC owns or leases several karst preserves in West
Virginia and Pennsylvania. The MAKC was established by cavers to preserve and ensure access
to caves by acquiring and managing caves and karst areas for conservation, scientific study, and
recreational caving.
Southampton Township owns a tract of property near Shippensburg, PA that contains one large
gated cave, Cleversburg Sink Cave. The owners of the property (Southampton Township), the
Franklin County Grotto (FCG) of the National Speleological Society (NSS), and the MAKC have
a common goal to preserve, protect, and maintain access to this unique resource and wish to
partner in the management of this property as it relates to the cave which may contain biological
inhabitants such as eastern wood rats, bats, salamanders, and invertebrates and significant hydro
geological importance.

HISTORY
In the Pennsylvania Geologic Survey, dated 1932, the reference is that the cave was discovered
by E.M. Craighead, while hunting in the area. He was hunting with another man by the name of
Frank Masland of Carlisle. Mr. Craighead was from Harrisburg.
The first recorded trip into the cave was in 1931 when the water level had dropped an estimated
twenty five feet or so, and allowed access to the Giants Hall. Length of the cave at that time was
estimated to be about four hundred feet. In the N.S.S. publication dated 1953, the length of the
cave was listed as five hundred feet. That book in reference is bulletin fifteen, Caves of
Pennsylvania by Ralph W. Stone.
The next reference is in Bulletin #4 of the Mid-Atlantic Region (MAR) series dated November
1958. Map and survey dated 1950, 1954 and 1957 by McKenna, B. Hivner, and B. Smeltzer listed
the cave as nearly three thousand feet.
The owner as of 1991 was Kenneth Goshorn who was also, at that time, a township supervisor. It
was in 1991 that the FCG closed the main entrance with large tree trunks and rocks and debris
that was lying around the sink. At that time, the FCG also installed the bat-friendly gate and kiosk.
The township purchased the cave and surrounding ground in 1996 or 1997.
The FCG met with township officials at the time of their purchase and agreed upon a continued
management of the cave and gate. In September 2005, the FCG in cooperation with Southampton
Township returned to the original entrance to remove the trees, rocks, and debris previously
filling the entrance, and replaced that with steel beams, concrete, and heavy gauge mesh overlain
with rocks, concrete, and gravel.
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CAVE SCIENCE
Cleversburg Sink Cave's geology, biology, archaeology, paleontology, hydrology and mineralogy has
been briefly described in Caves of Southern Cumberland Valley, Pennsylvania, Mid-Appalachian
Region Bulletin 6, edited by William B. White and published in 1958. This management plan includes
a broad set of objectives regarding the cave and management.

RESEARCH
The MAKC encourages research to explore the preserve's historical, biological, geological,
mineralogical, hydrological, paleological and archaeological potential. Researchers who desire access
to the preserve should submit a brief, written synopsis of their project to the MAKC board of directors
or FCG for consideration. Researchers are also required to submit a written report to the MAKC and
FCG within 90 days after the completion of their project. Any research project that involves removal of
cave soils, digging, mineralogical or biological sampling must first receive the approval of the preserve
owners (Southampton Township), the lessee (MAKC), and their cave management team (FCG). Any
reference to the cave's location must be approved by the FCG prior to publication (see publication
policy below).

EDUCATION
A wooden kiosk maintained by the FCG is installed outside of Cleversburg Sink Cave. The kiosk has a
shingled roof to protect the information from the elements and a single-sided display. The kiosk is used
to display Pennsylvania Cave Laws, information about the cave, a cave map, emergency contact
information, and educational resources (including web links and regional caving groups).

PRESERVE MANAGEMENT TEAM
The MAKC board of directors will designate the FCG as the preserve management team to oversee the
property. The FCG shall report directly to the MAKC board of directors on any issues concerning
Cleversburg Sink Cave.

NEWS/PUBLICATION POLICY
The MAKC seeks to publicize caves only as befits our mission as stated in our bylaws and constitution:
for education of the public about caves and karst resources; for published scientific studies in caverelated publications, and depending on the sensitivity of the material, on the MAKC website
(www.karst.org). Specific cave location information, such as directions to the cave, WILL NOT be
released to the general public. The MAKC will seek to minimize publicity of cave locations.
The MAKC can use the cave names in publicizing acquisitions and in its newsletter, Karst Chronicles,
and other caving publications, such as the NSS News, grotto newsletters, and the MAKC website. The
management plan will be available for publication in these mediums mentioned above. Any individual
caver or other organization which publishes cave location information on MAKC preserves WILL
LOSE ACCESS to the preserve and face prosecution for trespass upon return trips to MAKC properties.
Caving organizations publishing electronic forms of their newsletters should remove reference to the
cave location in the electronic format/archive and may publish trip reports to the cave, where they are
not widely available to members of the general public. Specific requests for publicity concerning the
cave that are not covered under this policy should be approved by the MAKC board of directors and
FCG.
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SURFACE MANAGEMENT
The MAKC has a lease agreement for Cleversburg Sink Cave only and has no responsibility for
maintaining surface portions of the property.
Southampton Township retains all surface rights and management, and may enter into agreements
with other agencies, individuals and organizations, as pertains to other aspects of the surface
portion of the preserve and its management.
While on the property all rules and regulations for Southampton Park established by Southampton
Township must be followed when visiting Cleversburg Sink Cave. Additional restrictions are as
follows:
Park only in the designated parking area.
Be discreet when changing in and out of cave clothes.
Use of the restroom facilities for changing clothing and cleanup at the park is prohibited.
All trash must be removed from the property. Use of Southampton Park trash receptacles is
prohibited. Littering is prohibited.
Cavers associated with Cleversburg Sink Cave are expected to adhere to state and federal laws
along with the rules posted near the park entrance.

SUBSURFACE CAVE MANAGEMENT & ACCESS
While membership is not required for access to Cleversburg Sink Cave, the MAKC strongly recommends
that visitors be members of the MAKC and/or FCG. Membership in the NSS is also encouraged.
Membership applications can be found at http://www.karst.org and http://www.caves.org.
All cave laws must be adhered to (Addendum I).
One key shall be in the possession of the owner (Southampton Township), a second by the lessee
(MAKC), and a third set in the possession of the cave management team (FCG). The FCG shall be
informed of all trips to the preserve. Persons or groups wishing to enter the cave shall call or e-mail ahead
to notify the FCG and make arrangements with the FCG key holder(s) to sign out and obtain a key to
access the cave gate. Contact information is located on the FCG website
and in the NSS Members Manual.
All cavers must be properly equipped. Visitors conduct should adhere to NSS conservation guidelines.
Visitors conduct should also reflect NSS Safety and Techniques Committee recommendations for safe
caving practices.
Cave diving is strictly prohibited.
Illegal drugs, drug paraphernalia, alcohol and alcoholic beverage containers are not allowed in
Cleversburg Sink Cave.
Use of Cleversburg Sink Cave for any kind of commercial activity, including "cave-for-pay" caving or
other recreational activities is prohibited.
No modifications to the Cleversburg Sink Cave or gate, including the use of bolts or other permanent
climbing aids are allowed. Exceptions may be granted by the FCG.
Human-produced trash and waste must be carried out of Cleversburg Sink Cave and properly disposed of
off the property. No littering.
The collection, destruction, and/or removal of plants, animals, minerals, or historical items are prohibited.
Exceptions to any part of the access policy or management plan must be obtained in writing from the FCG
in advance.
The FCG management team may conduct occasional property/cave inspections and patrols to ensure cave
groups adhere to this policy.
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INITIAL CAVE MANAGEMENT
The MAKC's and FCG's initial management will focus on these areas:

1. Continuing studies begun over decades ago on this cave.
2. Conducting cleanup trips as necessary.
3. MAKC and FCG may conduct conservation-related trips to the caves, and property, as opposed to
purely recreational trips.

MAINTENANCE
Maintenance of the Cleversburg Sink Cave gate and kiosk are the responsibility of the management team
(FCG). Major gate repairs, gate vandalism, or a break-in to the cave will be reported to Southampton
Township. Major instances such as those stated above
will be corrected by the management team and repaired with cooperation of Southampton Township.
Maintenance to surface portions of the property is the responsibility of Southampton Township.

LIABILITY DISCLAIMER
The MAKC, its board of directors, the FCG, Southampton Township, the NSS or its local chapters (grottos)
or any individual members thereof will not be liable for any damages, accidents, injuries, or death on the
surface or subsurface of the property (Addendum II & III). All the above named organizations will also not
be liable for any damage or loss of personal property while visiting Cleversburg Sink Cave.

FUTURE UPDATES
This management plan was approved by the MAKC board of directors and the FCG on August 11,
2007. The MAKC board of directors and FCG reserve the right to update, adjust, alter or amend
this plan at any time without notice, with consent and approval of Southampton Township and their
consultants. Changes in the management plan must be sanctioned by the FCG, MAKC, and
Southampton Township and thereafter will be publicized in the MAKC newsletter and/or website
at the discretion of the MAKC board of directors.
Note #1: Currently the authorized parking area for cavers accessing Cleversburg Sink Is the rear of
Pharos’s Truck stop parking lot, by the woods and near the old cranes. MAKC and Franklin
County Grotto have obtained permission from the owners to park here.
Note #2: Key Access- Do Not request key access from the Township except in case of an
EMERGENCY! The current point of contacts for key access: FCG Jonathan Peterson email
JONPETERSON@COMCAST.NET
If you can’t get in touch with him first, then second is FCG Ken Jones email
CASEYCAVER@COMCAST.NET
Note #3: The gate must be locked after entering the cave to prevent others from entering
unbeknownst to the key holder. After all have exited, relock the gate. Do Not leave the gate
unlocked!

15

Airmen’s Cave Rescue
Austin, Texas
October 13-14, 2007
(CNN) – Muddy but unhurt, three University of Texas students emerged from a cramped cave complex in
Austin, Texas, after a day-long search Sunday. Lt. Matt Cox, an Austin Fire Department spokesman, said the
students - two woman and one man -were reported missing early Sunday after a trip into Airman’s Cave, about
4 miles south of the university’s campus. They were found about halfway down the 12,000 foot long cave,
which has few spaces big enough for an adult to stand upright and is explored primarily by experienced
spelunkers. The students were located shortly before 5 pm (6 pm ET), about 30 hours after they entered. Their
names were not released Sunday night. A friend called 911 to report them missing at 5 am. The group had told
friends to call 911 if they were not back by midnight Sunday, according to Austin-Travis County Emergency
Medical Services. Earlier reports that four students were in the cave were incorrect, Cox said. Cox said it would
have been easy even for experienced cavers to get lost in Airmen’s, which he compared to the roots of a tree.
“There are so many ways to go” he said.

Inside “Keyhole” entrance of Airmen’s Cave, Austin Texas

In Memory
of
Mike Brierley
Born July 13, 1973
Died October 11, 2007
Mike Ws a loving father to his son Eathan.
He was a fellow caver, best friend and a big brother to cavers younger than him.
Mike was one for knowing the way thru a cave.
Mike was great friend who will always be in our memories.
We will cave on for the memory of Mike Brierley.
Cave on brothers and sisters.
Submitted by Adam Henry
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Bridge Day Practice
September 8, 2007 by Jonathan Peterson
up the belay team practice. Chris had the rope
rigged to the right side of the peak and all fiverope pads in place. After some discussion it was
decided that Chris would be the first one down as
he was planning on climbing back up the rope
after my descent. Working down about 10’to the
tie in place I was pleased to see that Chris did a
wonderful job of rope and pad placement and I
was able to rig my BMS 6 bar micro rack and
French wrap into the rope well below all pads.
There was a small lip at the top and then the total
drop was about 10 ft away from the cliff face.

Bridge Day 2007 is approaching fast. On
September 8, 2007 I attended a VBATS vertical
team training session held at Maryland Heights
cliffs near Harpers Ferry, WV. The Maryland
Heights rappel is one of the required practice
sessions for any new VBATS members before
doing the Bridge Day rappel and general practice
for anyone else. The other VBATS team required
practice is at Whitesides Mountain. A 700’ rappel
in the mountains of North Carolina.
The practice coordinator for this event was Allan
Weberg of BATS Grotto. We were scheduled to
meet in the shuttle parking lot at the National
park at 9:00 am but true to caver form we didn’t
all make it on time. I arrived about 10:30 parked
in the commuter lot and proceeded to the park
office to sign in. The bright white strand of nylon
dangling the 200 +’ rock face was a welcoming
sight and indication that someone was on time.
The park ranger guy told me it looked to be a
busy day on the mountain and that I was about 30
minutes behind the last group.

We had a brand new PMI Maxi wear rope that
was very soft and fast. This combination of easy
rig location and new rope provided one of the
best rappels I have had at this location in a long
time. Meredith did a wonderful job at bottom
belay keeping me out of the heavy briers at the
landing. Chris rigged in for his climb back up the
rope using a Mitchell system with CMI handled
ascenders and was well on his way op the rope
before I started my hike to the top.
At the top I found Laura and Will had arrived and
were getting ready to get on rope. Will was
training for the belay team and headed down the
mountain to belay Laura and I was going to get in
my second rappel. When I tried to rig in I found
the rope loaded from the bottom with Gordon
Birkheimer and Marie from Front Royal Grotto
doing a tandem climb. I went back up to the
staging area to wait in the shade until they made
their ascent. When we finally were able to rappel
Laura dropped, then I went followed by Marie
and Gordon. Chris bounced one more time and
our belay team did another wonderful job
navigating us around the briers to a safe landing.

The hike along the railroad tracks and across the
footbridge was a little disappointing as no trains
came thru which is always exciting. There are
two sets of tracks one for Amtrak commuter
traffic the other for freight and both seem to be
busy lines. The 15-minute hike to the top of Md
Heights takes you across the C&O Canal towpath
and across a dry section of the canal with a rock
pile assisted climb over the far canal wall. A 5minute hike along the twisty road towards
Weaverton and a step over the guardrail at the
terminus of the train tunnel puts one at the base of
the hiking up the backside of the mountain. The
sun was hot and the steep hike was a little tiring
but a brisk 10 minute pace placed me at the
rappel point with a wonderful view of Harpers
Ferry, the Potomac and Shenandoah rivers and
the rail road trussell bridge.

After everything was derigged several took a dip
in the river to cool off and we all met at the local
tourist trap ice cream stand. Several people are
scheduled for the Whitesides practice and then off
to Bridge Day 2007 the 3rd weekend in
October.

I found Allan Weberg and Chris Coates at the top
and Meredith Hall Johnson at the bottom heading
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Longs Quarry Dig

Speleo-Calendar

September 3, 2007 by Doug Wilt

Date

EVENT- Remarks
FCG New Year Party Rouzerville Hunt Club
Jan 18
FCG Meeting
Feb 19
FCG Meeting
Feb 23
MAR Business Meeting @ Jay Herbein’s
PCC meeting will follow. POC Pat Minnick
Mar 17
FCG Meeting
Apr 21
FCG Meeting
TBD
MAR Spring Meet
May 19
FCG Meeting
Jun 5-8
VAR/SERA combined meet, Bristol, Tn
www.caves.org/grotto/meg/
Jul 16
FCG Meeting
Jul 19
BCCS expedition weekend
Wwwnevtek.com/bccsweb.htm
Jul 21
FCG Meeting
Aug 18
FCG Meeting
Aug??
FCG Picnic Rouzerville Hunt Club
Aug 28-Sep 1 Old Timer’s Reunion
Sep 15
FCG Meeting
TBD
MAR Fall Meet
Oct??
New River Bridge Day
POC Jonathan Peterson
Oct 20
FCG Meeting 2009 Officer Nominations
Nov 8
BCCS expedition weekend
Wwwnevtek.com/bccsweb.htm
Nov 17
FCG Meeting 2009 Officer Elections
Dec 6
BCCS expedition weekend
Wwwnevtek.com/bccsweb.htm
Dec
No Meeting “Merry Christmas”
Various
VAR Events- Lots of project caving
www.varegion.org/var/regEvents.shtml
To add an event, email info to KTAYMAN@SUPERNET.COM
Jan 5-6 2008

On September third Troy Lewarchick and I made
a trip to Fulton County with the intentions of
pushing some leads I had discovered in Longs
Quarry on a previous trip. We arrived at the cave
around one in the afternoon; we got our gear
together and hiked up to the entrance. We were
sweating buckets by the time we got inside, but
within the first ten feet we noticed a cool breeze
that seemed to be constant the whole way through
the cave, something I didn’t notice the first time.
There seemed to be a fairly large volume of
airflow wherever we seemed to be.
Within a couple of minutes we came to the first
lead and started digging… almost instantly we
realized we were in dire need of safety glasses,
but it didn’t seem to slow us down. We worked on
this for about an hour before deciding that a small
explosive was almost a necessity. We decided to
come back to this if none of the other leads
panned out.
We continued through the cave stopping
frequently to check some crawls, fossils, and
crystal formations… and the discovery of a near
ancient beer can. Eventually we made it to the
primary lead I was interested in and began to
scout it out. After pissing around here and there
we came to a point that was a little too tight to
continue. I started digging and after a while tried
to squeeze through only to get myself stuck…but
before trying to back out I gave a good look
around and it seemed the cave might continue for
quite a distance.
I was hell bent on getting through the passage but
was running out of time. We decided to come
back and continue digging another time and
started making our way back through the
notorious Longs Quarry mud.
We encountered only a few bats and a cricket that
I couldn’t classify. All together we spent about 6
hours in cave and found several other leads. It’s
only a matter of time until I can get back in there
to continue digging and push the passage.

UNIMOG
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FRANKLIN COUNTY GROTTO MEMBERSHIP ROSTER as of Dec 17, 2007
First Name

Richard
Donald
Barry
Christopher
Christopher
Mark
James
Eric
Christine
George
Elizabeth
Martin
Adam
Jay
Guy
Alan
Brian
Dale
Joel
Kenneth
Kelly
John
Troy
Gordon
Timothy
Terry
Kevin
Patrick
Thomas
Jonathan
Glen
Todd
Joe
Miranda
James
Michael
Paula
Anne
Kerry
Nick
Kenneth
Helen
Steven
Istvan
Theo
Dane
Howard
Diane
Andrew
Douglas

MI

M
A
W
M
J

R
C

R

A
l

E
M

B.

C
S
B

Last Name

Address1

City

Anderson 6571 Buchanan Trail W.
Arrowood 437 Ramsey Ave
Duncan
16 W Green St
Edenbo
1421 Trindle Rd.
Emory
305 E. Orange St
Guiffre
698 Themar Ct
Hart
800 Ritner Hwy
Heberlig
3545 Old Hershey Rd
Heberlig
3545 Old Hershey Rd
Heberlig
3545 Old Hershey Rd
Heberlig
3545 Old Hershey Rd
Helmke
631 Trinity Drive
Henry
555 Hamilton Ave
Herbein
625 Carbon Ave
Holbrook
2072 Bergen St.
Horn
60 Husson Rd
Hornberger 222 Moyer Ridge Drive
Ibberson
445 Hale Ave
Jacobs
2 Locust Hollow Lane
Jones
4446 Duffield Rd
Knepper
435 Pennsylvania Ave
Leaf
13312 Indian Springs Road
Lewarchick 114 Verchick Lane
Ley
34 N. Miller St
Long
14935 Wrangletown Rd
McClanathan20847 Jefferson Blvd
McDonald 464 Brook Circle, PO Box 485
Minnick
14220 Blue Mountain Rd
Mitchell
RD #1, Box 520
Peterson
5406 Kennedy Ave
Sarvis
1602 West Lisborn Rd
Roberts
231 West Street
Schock
22 Chestnut Ave
Schock
22 Chestnut Ave
Schweitzer 112 West Granada Ave. Rear
Scott
29 Old Woods Lane
Scott
29 Old Woods Lane
Shepard
14220 Blue Mountain Rd
Speelman 740 South River Rd
Stoner
840 Newport Rd
Tayman
13373 Sunrise Drive
Tayman
13373 Sunrise Drive
Trevitz
8685 Orchard Dr
Urcuyo
1192 Baltimore Pike
Valcis
217 Walnut Dale Rd
Wagle
Box 277
White
1160 Three Square Hollow Rd
White
1160 Three Square Hollow Rd
White
690 Broadway Ave
Wilt
810 Fleshman Mill Pond

ST

Mercersburg
PA
Chambersburg
PA
Shiremanstown
PA
Carlisle
PA
Shippensburg
PA
Baldwin
NY
Shippensburg
PA
Elizabethtown
PA
Elizabethtown
PA
Elizabethtown
PA
Elizabethtown
PA
West Chester
PA
Chambersburg
PA
Harrisburg
PA
Bellmore
NY
Felton
PA
Manheim
PA
Harrisburg
PA
Carlisle
PA
Chambersburg
PA
Chambersburg
PA
Big Pool
MD
N. Cambria
PA
Fairfield
PA
Mount Union
PA
Smithsburg
MD
Mechanicsburg
PA
Waynesboro
PA
Mapleton Depot
PA
Williamson
PA
Mechanicsburg
PA
Winchester
VA
Carlisle
PA
Carlisle
PA
Hershey
PA
Boyertown
PA
Boyertown
PA
Waynesboro
PA
Halifax
PA
Manheim
PA
Blue Ridge SummitPA
Blue Ridge SummitPA
Mercersburg
PA
Gettysburg
PA
Shippensburg
PA
Fairfield
PA
Newburg
PA
Newburg
PA
Cokato
MN
New Oxford
PA

Zip

Home Phone

E-Mail Address

17236
17201
17011
17015
17257
11510
17257
17022
17022
17022
17022
19382
17201
17111
11710
17322
17545
17104
17015
17201
17201
21711
15714
17320
17066
21783
17055
17268
17052
17270
17055
22601
17013
17013
17033
19512
19512
17268
17032
17545
17214
17214
17236
17325
17257
17320
17240
17240
55321
17350

(717) 328-2318
(717) 491-1650
(717) 731-1163
(717)243-2019
(717)532-9934
(516) 546-9312
(717) 532-3950
(717) 520-9799
(717) 520-9799
(717) 520-9799
(717) 520-9799
(703)785-1145
(717)491-7512
(717) 564-5589
(516) 679-9045
(717) 880-0604
(717)808-5881
(717)238-2198
(717)241-5635
(717) 267-2669
(717) 267-2416
(301)842-0084
(814)934-5541
(717) 642-8970
(814)542-4482
(301) 797-6535
(717)512-4898
(717) 765-0521
(814) 542-2881
(717)788-1096
(717) 766-5003
(703)599-3860
(717) 245-9083
(717) 245-9083
(516) 830-1462
(610) 369-5093
(610) 369-5093
(717) 765-0521
(717)571-9269
(717)664-3523
(717) 794-2069
(717) 794-2069
(717) 328-5256
(717)253-6343
(717)532-5059
(717)6425865
(717) 423-6005
(717) 423-6005
(320) 286-2475
(717)479-1204

randersn@pa.net
arrowood@crossroads.ws
formations@earthlink.com

edenboc@diakon.org
cmesound@yahoo.com

NSS

14660
15433 YES
24338
58477 YES
57885

cricketyass@yahoo.com

jahart@pa.net
ericheberlig@yahoo.com

kintsy@comcast.net

mhelmke@wcupa.com
tmaxx.30@gmail.com

No Email

22080 YES
29855
44657
46333
52298
55281
57776
4750

brenda_holbrook@ml.com

pacavewolf@aol.com
theseeker@dejazzed.com
ibberson@paonline.com
joeljacobs@comcast.net

caseycaver@comcast.net
kknepper@pa.net
No Email
troylewarchick@yahoo.com

gordyley@embarqmail.com
tlong_geo@msn.com
mcclater@wcboe.k12.md.us
gearhd79@aol.com

patanne@pa.net

45259
58105
8966
12534
23311
44083
13312
58421
39089
30877
12103
36256
20099 YES

No Email
jonpeterson@comcast.net
glensarvis@verizon.net

trobert.02@gmail.com
kulcherschock@netscape.net
jabschweitzer@yahoo.com
michaelscott@dejazzd.com
paula_scott@fmc.com

patanne@pa.net
kescaver@hotmail.com
stonernm@dejazzed.com

ktayman@supernet.com
yfwk@iup.edu
steventrevitz@pa.net
INTENSEKARST@COMCAST.NE
GoldbugLDT@embarqmail.com

daswagles@superpa.net
railfan@intergate.com

mtnflower@intergate.com

39657 YES
6112
48351
30620
24697
41414
41415
39262 YES
47049
58106
32074

45437 YES
44987
7813
33287 YES
33288 YES

DWBAYLIS@YAHOO.COM

zagnuts4me@yahoo.com
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Please Verify all of your personal information and let me know if any corrections are necessary.
Also, please note the "Membership thru Year" in the right most-column. .
Thanks, Ken Tayman

Rescue
Call Out

CAT

FCG #

R
R
R
R
R
A
R
R
R
F
F
R
R
R
A
R
R
R
R
R
R
R
R
R
R
R
R
R
A
R
R
R
R
F
R
R
F
F
R
R
R
F
A
R
R
R
R
R
A
R

30
1
114
222
220
126
6
65
168
171
205
209
219
142
206
180
225
218
216
18
174
40
221
157
217
78
161
19
35
163
47
228
125
208
57
68
136
158
213
224
86
119
62
226
87
277
79
90
169
223

Thru Year

LIFE
LIFE
2007
2007
2007
2009
2007
LIFE
LIFE
2007
2007
2008
2007
2007
2007
2008
2009
2007
2008
LIFE
LIFE
2007
2007
2008
2008
2008
LIFE
2007
2009
2008
2009
2007
2007
2007
2008
2007
2007
2007
2007
2007
2009
2009
2008
2007
2007
2007
2007
2007
2007
2007

