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Franklin County Grotto meetings are held the 3rd Monday of the month in New Franklin Fire Department, New Franklin, 
PA. The fire department is located on PA Route 316, 3 miles east of I-81 (exit #14).  The meeting starts at 7:30 PM. Both 
grotto caving trips and smaller individual trips are planned at these meetings. All members are invited depending on their 
ability to safely participate. You must attend at least one vertical training session in order to participate in vertical trips. 
Contact any of the above individuals for more information. 
 
 
 
The Cumberland Valley Caver is published a couple of times per year by the Franklin County Grotto PA. All cave related 
articles should be submitted to the editor for publication. The contents of this publication are not copyrighted unless 
previously copyrighted by the author. Material from this publication may be reprinted by other official organizations of the 
National Speleological Society without prior permission provided credit is given to the original author and this publication, 
and the article is not changed in anyway. Other interested parties must request permission in advance. Franklin County 
Grotto actively participates in a newsletter exchange program. All exchanges should be mailed to: Ken Jones, 4446 
Duffield Rd, Chambersburg, PA 17201. Information regarding exchanges should be coordinated with editor so the 
exchange list can be updated. 
 
 
Cover:  Tim Long at top of Kooken Cave’s green house entrance after a tough 5 hour trip to 
the back side of the cave.                                                                          Photo by:  Gordy Ley  
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From the editor…  Currently, WNS seems to be the subject that is currently affecting caving more 
than anything else. It is causing 1000’s of caves to be closed over wide spread areas of the country, 
and shows the potential to probably cover the entire US if it continues to expand to the south and west. 
One update said a million bats have already died, and many more millions are at risk. I personally 
think our access to caves is going to be restricted as never before and we will be dealing with the 
result of the bat die off for decades. We are requesting our members to support the caving moratorium 
and published gear cleaning protocols if you are continuing to cave in unrestricted areas. 
 
Since FCG cancelled the majority of its trips this quarter, it was a little more difficult than usual to get 
the material for this issue of the Cumberland Valley Caver, I’d like to thank Gordy, Terry, Tim, Dane 
and Ken J. for contributing articles, photos and information used in this issue. I will probably be 
pulling up a few older unpublished articles from my archive for next issue.  
 
We are making progress with the Cleversburg Sink Water Level monitoring project. Jonathan and I 
have been working with Professor Tom Feeney, Department of Geography and Earth Science, 
Shippensburg University.  We should be installing the sensor in July, and have a little bit of surveying 
to accomplish in the meantime. 
 
As far as alternate activities it looks like we are on for a day of Paintball in the fall, some AT hiking 
throughout the summer, and perhaps a few sinkhole cleanups. The FCGlist email group has been 
updated and everyone that has email should be receiving posts. If you aren’t receiving posts please let 
me know. 
 
Ken Tayman, Editor 
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