ﬁb*

pherfard ValEy Cajerh

n Dﬁ?@aﬂ@@y @bﬂ@@@@

Al |,'|'
I i

‘ 1
.|_I

| ",:L

| [ |

i ] |

' %




CUMBERLAND VALLEY CAVER

Published by

FRANKLIN COUNTY GROTTO

Vol. 8, No 4

SECRETARY

Pat Minnick

14220 Mountain Rd
Waynesboro, PA 17268
(717) 765-0521

MEMBER-AT-LARGE
Howard C. White

1160 Three Square Hollow
Newburg, PA 17240

(717) 423-6005

CHAIR-PERSON
Kenneth C. Jones

4446 Duffield Rd.
Chambersburg, PA 17201
(717)267-2669

VICE-CHAIRMAN

Kenneth B. Tayman

13373 Sunrise Drive

Blue Ridge Summit, PA 17214
(717)794-2069

EDITOR
Kenneth B. Tayman
13373 Sunrise Drive
Blue Ridge Summit, PA 17214
(717)794-2069

An affiliate of the National Speleological Society

December 2007

2007 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

MEMBERSHIP DUES
REGULAR (NSS MEMBER) $7
NON-NSS MEMBERS $9
FAMILY MEMBERS $3
LIFE (NSSONLY) 20x Reg

TREASURER

Diane White

1160 Three Square Hollow
Newburg, PA 17240

(717) 423-6005

MEMBER-AT-LARGE
Don Arrowood

437 Ramsey Ave.
Chambersburg, PA 17201
(717)491-1650
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From the Editor.....

Another year has flown by and I can really feel it. I find myself caving slower and taking shorter
trips all the time. One good thing is I am finding it easier to recruit partners to take the slow short
trip with me. The grotto has had a pretty productive year (at least for us). We did a couple of graffiti
clean-ups in Peiper’s, completed negotiations with MAKC and Southampton Township and have an
approved Management Plan for Cleversburg sink, just in time for when the cave dried up for the
first time in about 6 years. There has been a lot of activity at Cleversburg during the last month or
so.

We managed to get out four issues of the newsletter for the first time in over ten years. Thanks goes
out to those who have contributed articles. We also are winding up (temporarily) the survey project
in Locke Valley. It is not complete yet, but we do have over 3500 feet surveyed, most of it sketched
and actually have produced a first draft that has some of the sketching included. Thanks to Todd R
for helping to pull this together. We hope to make arrangements wit the owner to continue the survey
after a short break. Jonathan’s Wednesday night caving program was a big hit. We had a couple of
members attend the National Convention and a couple more did some of the cave rescue courses.
One did the New River Bride Day rappel. All in all, it was a good year

Sincerely, g(en Tayman



Speleo-Spotlight...

ordy’s first cave trip was with a friend poking
Garound Cleversburg sink. There he got Ken

Goshorn’s name off the FCG Kiosk and tracked

him down. By the end of the day, with his
flashlight and helmet, he had checked out Hershey and
Carnegie Caves. Later a chance meeting with some
FCG members at a Schaeffer Rock Vertical practice
eventually led to his attending the 96 MAR and
membership with the grotto. After joining FCG, he was
not immediately very active with the Grotto per se, but
the connections that he made there enabled him to
accomplish great things in the caving community that I
served.

The ’96 MAR Guidebook turn out to be an essential tool
assisting him with his primary caving interest which was
working with kids in Camp Elder’s caving program,
where he did the bulk of his caving. The camp had
various levels from junior, beginning to advanced, and
during the next couple of months he progressed from
Duffield’s and Goods Cave to J-4, Left Tit Pit and
Simmons-Mingo, which he admits was a pretty steep
learning curve.

He remembers assisting with a large group that took
over 4 hours to out of Left Tit Pit, for a total of over 10
hours for the trip. That was with shared gear and
minimal training. This experience taught him a lot and
subsequent trips had more training and he has avoided a
repeat of getting out that far on the “Edge”.

Gordy has become more active with the grotto over the
last few years, participating in meetings, vertical
practices, FCG sponsored MAR, survey project, trips to
Butler and Culverson Creek. He even hauled me to the
hospital when I broke my leg in Cave Mountain.
(Thanks for the lift)

Gordy Ley

NSS# 39089

Gordy at entrance to “My Cave”

Some of his more memorable caves include: Simmons-
Mingo, Carpenter-Swago, Porter’s, Roadside Pit,
Flower Pot, Bowdens, Billy Clay Pit, Sink of the
Roundstone Pit, KY., Aqua. In 2000, he did the 800
foot rappel off the New River Bridge, WV, which he
describes as:

“A long way down!”

Currently Gordy works as Pressmen at the Gettysburg
Times and actually gets to take photographs some times.
He is currently planning an extended trip to Mammoth
Cave in the spring.




your step, the passage was pretty nice; being
mostly comfortable walking dimensions, broken
here and there by some short stooping sections,
and with only one tiny crawl. At one point we
walked out under a high, spacious dome. Ben
and Mike told us this was about 190” high and
pointed out a climbing route which they said led
via circuitous passages to a point near the top,
where they hoped to establish a Tyrolean out
over the pit to access some leads. | think they
were also planning on rigging a standing line
down the dome at some future point (naturally, |
hope to be present for that). A few hundred feet
beyond the high dome, the trunk was interrupted
by a drop of 53’ to a lower level continuation of
the stream passage. Below this drop, the water
started to pool up. For the next 1500° we were
wading in shin to thigh deep water. A few spots
were quite a bit deeper. There was another drop
of 18’ at about the halfway point. This drop was
guarded by a large pure white cascade of
flowstone, draperies, and stalactites, which was
one of the few really well decorated areas we
saw during our trip.

The pristine white of these formations
contrasting with the dark limestone and black
shale would best be described as just downright
pretty. From this drop we continued another five
hundred feet or so to a ten foot climbable
waterfall pit dropping into a terminal siphon,
which was the low point for this end of the cave.
Ben said we were at about -690°.

Ben and Mike diligently checked for high leads
in a number of places along the trunk, but
nothing went. At one point there seemed to be air
near a couple of small infeeders but they were
too tight. We ended up with no penetrable leads
and no additional survey in this part of the cave.
On our way out we noticed that the stream had
increased its flow considerably, especially above
the 53’ drop. Much of the shale floor which was
only slippery on the way in now had running
water over it. There was no danger of any serious
flooding, but we thought the three remaining
waterfall climbs could be very wet. When
climbing rope, even just a few fire hydrants of
water beating down on your head and upper
body can really pump up the old adrenalin.

When we reached the base of the 126’ drop,
there was no doubt that we were going to get
soaked. The noise from the waterfall had
definitely escalated since our rappels a few hours
earlier. It wasn’t a deafening roar, but it certainly
got your attention. Okay, at this point I switched
to wimp mode. My reasoning was sound. | did
not have my PVC suit on, and | did not want to
get soaked head to foot and then freeze in the
windy crawls we still had to go through. At least
not if there was an easier, albeit less macho
option available to me. Besides, | rationalized,
Alan was in his earlier 40’s, Ben and Mike were
only in their early 30’s and | was 57. How about
a little consideration for age and arthritis here, so
I turned to Mike and said, “How about me
climbing before you and you pull me out of the
waterfall?”” Alright, so | have no pride. At least
the top part of me did stay fairly dry.

At the 25 and 20 foot drops it was pretty easy to
avoid most of the water by using the flowstone
cascades as shields and taking advantage of
handholds to keep away from the main force of
the falls. Once up these, there were no other
drops left until the entrance pit. Alan went ahead.
| stayed with Mike and Ben as far as the gate.
While they put the finishing touches on that, |
had a leisurely trip to the entrance e room. | was
almost to the top of the 110° drop when Ben and
Mike’s lights emerged below me. The rains had
apparently subside sometime late in the day
because things were not soupy topside, however,
by the time Ben got up the entrance drop, it was
booming and flashing all around us again.
Within a few minutes it was pouring as hard as it
had that morning.

Well, 1 only got to see about a mile and half of
the cave. Not really very much when you
remember that there are about 23 miles of
mapped passage. What | saw was generally
pretty decent cave, with very little genuinely
gnarly stuff. There were nice pits and lots of
them. And this was just the lower end of the cave.
Mike and Ben turned out to be great folks to
cave with. | have an open invitation to join on
future survey trips and, yes, | think I might like
to see more of this Omega System.U



